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D orsey Edward Erwin Jr., 85 of Longview, Texas passed away

after a long & courageous battle, on July 3, 2017.

Dorsey was born in Grand Saline, Texas, the only child of Dorsey Erwin Sr. & Louise (Dickerson)

Erwin on January 20, 1932. He graduated from Mineola High School where he played football
and had the nickname "Bones". He went on to attend Tyler Junior College where he met the love
of his life, LaWeeta L. Morris of Quitman, Texas. They married September 14, 1951 and lived in

Tyler, Kilgore, and Longview for 63 years. He served in the Army National Guard, 148th Armed
Infantry Battalion, for three years. He was preceded in death by his parents, Dorsey and Louise

Erwin, Sr.

Dorsey started his business career with Firestone in Kilgore and then Longview, where he met his
friend for life, Jimmy Peters. He owned the Skelley Station on Cotton St., as well as Hertz Rent A

Car. He went on to own an auto repair shop and finished his career in the insurance business in
his late seventies.

Papaw, as his grandchildren & great grandchildren affectionately called him, loved smoking

chicken, his specialty, on Sundays. He enjoyed traveling for work and pleasure where some of his
best memories were made with Jimmy & Shirley Peters traveling to Seattle, San Francisco, Santa

Fe, San Antonio, Florida, Mexico, New Orleans, Hawaii and many smaller trips. Two of Dorsey's
favorite trips were with family, once camping from Longview to Jasper National Park, Canada in a
pop out tent and then to Alaska, touring the state, the Yukon and Canada as he drove back to

Texas. He was a member of the Elks Lodge where he served as an officer, the JC's, and Oak Forest
Country Club. He was a member First Baptist Church for 63 years and in the Business Men's Bible

Class.

Dorsey is survived by his wife, LaWeeta, of nearly 66 years, daughters; Laura & Robert Russell;
Becky & Randy Ferrell; Angela & Stephen Smith; Julie & Ty Hardin. Grandchildren; Jenny &

Scott Nicol, Kadi & Nathaniel Hill, Jeb & Kayla Russell; Nathan Ferrell, Magen Ferrell; Sarah &
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Tyler Nolen, Rachel Smith; Julianna & Justin Sipes, Jeffrey Conant & Annamarie Conant. Also
nine great-grandchildren: Logan, Westin, Peyton Williams & Evan Nicol; Anora Hill; Elizabeth &

Ada Russell; Jude Ferrell; and Garrett Sipes. The world has lost a great & honorable man. He was a
role model to his family to be honest, work hard & to be fair with others.

The family would like to express its gratitude and sincere appreciation for the excellent care and
kindness Dorsey received from the employees of Select Specialty Hospital, Good Shepherd
Hospital, the Rehab Center in Good Shepherd, as well as all those who came to visit him in the

hospital. It lifted his spirit and he enjoyed each and every one.

Funeral service is on Saturday, July 8, 2017 at Rader Funeral Home at 10:00 A.M. with burial at

Rosewood Park. Visitation is from 5:00-7:00 P.M. at Rader Funeral Home on Friday, July 7, 2017.
Serving as pallbearers will be Robert Russell, Randy Ferrell, Stephen Smith, Ty Hardin, and
Steven Peters.
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Visitation

Chapel of Rader  Funeral Home of Longview

1617 Judson Road, Longview TX 75601

Chapel Service  - Longview

Rader  Funeral Home

1617 Judson Rd, Longview TX 75601

Cemetery Details

Rosewood Park

1884 FM 1844, Longview TX 75605
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5:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Saturday, July 8, 2017

10:00 AM CT
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KB Kathy Baker  posted:

Erwin Family,I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Your family will be in our prayers.Kathy Spier Baker

July 7 at 3:13 PM

KI Kim  posted:

Becky and Laura I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family

at this time. We love you Mark & Spencer Niedert and Kim Wilkins

July 7 at 9:09 AM

CM Carol Erwin Mckinney posted:

Laweeta, I am so sorry to hear about Dorsey. I will keep you and the family in my prayers.

July 7 at 5:56 AM

LM Lonnie And Heather  Morrell sent a Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and

White to the Erwin family.

July 7 at 5:09 AM

DF Delbert Smith Family sent a White Standing Spray to the Erwin family.

July 6 at 3:41 PM

PA Patricia  Allred lit a candle in honor of Dorsey.

July 6 at 1:50 PM
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MM Margaret Musslewhite posted:

One of the sweetest couples we have ever known. What an example of a good marriage and

family. Both of you took excellent care of both ofyour parents.

July 6 at 12:15 PM

Anonymous sent a Love's Embrace Roses – White to the Erwin family.

July 6 at 7:55 AM

Anonymous sent a Floor Plant for Sympathy to the Erwin family.

July 6 at 7:23 AM

JR Julie Rigby posted:

LaWeeta, Laura, Becky, Angela and Julie -- You have always been my second family as you know

I always said I wanted a sister when we were growing up and I was so fortunate to have four! And

having two wonderful second parents was the icing on the cake. Dorsey was a constant guiding

force and impacted my life in so many ways. I am so thankful I was able to see him at the hospital

and to tell him I love him. He will be in my heart always. I love you all and thank you for being such

a wonderful part of my life for all of these years.Julie Wert RigbyJuly 7, 2017

July 6 at 7:19 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray to the Erwin family.

July 6 at 6:23 AM

Anonymous sent a White Standing Spray to the Erwin family.

July 5 at 11:52 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Dorsey by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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